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VISUAL ESSAY

QUEER FUTURITIES
ARTISTIC STRATEGIES FOR THE 
DYNAMIZATION OF ARCHIVES
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Abstract 
ƈ+IRHIVREYX��5YIIVMRK�XLI�*YXYVIƉ�MW�E�TVSNIGX�MRƽYIRGIH�F]�UYIIV�XLISVMIW��XVERWJIQMRMWX�

EGXMZMWQ� ERH� WGMIRGI� ƼGXMSR�� -X� VIƽIGXW� SR� XLI� TSXIRXMEP� SJ� ZEVMSYW� WXVEXIKMIW� VIPEXIH�

to accessibility, distribution, socialization and playful reinterpretation of feminist and 

queer archives. The creation of archives, software programming, audiovisual production, 

performing performances or developing games all serve as artistic strategies aimed at 

invigorating archives. They share a clear intent to enhance accessibility to archives that 

document the memories of feminist and gender and sexuality dissident communities. 

Through transmedia and performative experiences, we envision the archive as a living, 

interactive space, devoid of heteropatriarchal codes, inhabited by multiple bodies and 

subjectivities linking past, present and future to come.

/I][SVHW��Art, Archive, Queer, Performance, Videoart 
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INTRODUCTION

“Gendernaut” is an English term that could be translated as “navigator of the genre,” 
MRZSOMRK� XLI� MQEKI� SJ� .EWSRƅW� %VKSREYXW�� -X� ƼVWX� ETTIEVW� MR� XLI� HSGYQIRXEV]�
ƈ+IRHIVREYXW��%�.SYVRI]� XLVSYKL�7LMJXMRK� -HIRXMXMIWƉ� �����
�� HMVIGXIH�F]�1SRMOE�
Treut. “Queer”, on the other hand, originally meant strange or outside the norm. 
7IIR�EW�ER�MRWYPX��ERH�VIGPEMQIH�ERH�VIHIƼRIH�F]�HMWWMHIRX�KIRHIV�ERH�WI\YEPMX]�
groups in the 1990s, it has also evolved into a gerund verb denoting mobility, 
change, and transformation.
 This artistic research project, in its initial phase titled “Queering the software,” 
challenges the power dynamics inherent in hegemonic archival structures. It does 
WS�XLVSYKL�XLI�HIWMKR�SJ�E�TPYKMR�XLEX�IREFPIW�GSPPIGXMZI�ƼPI�GVIEXMSR�ZME�ER�SRPMRI�
interactive multimedia experience. In its second phase, “Queering the Archive,” the 
project proposes new forms of visualization for narratives based on transfeminist 
and queer genealogies through transmedia and performative experiences to 
reimagine the archive as a living interactive space, free of heteropatriarchal codes, 
inhabited by bodies and multiple subjectivities connecting past, present and future.
 The entire series articulates an extensive historical investigation 
weaving together various thematic threads from the feminist, queer and trans 
movements in the Spanish political and artistic landscape over recent decades. 
These genealogies link historical, artistic, and collective events, including actions, 
campaigns, exhibitions, interviews, fanzines, and performances, forming a complex 
tapestry of relationships between art, politics, memory and activism. This research 
GYPQMREXIW� MR� XLI�GVIEXMSR�SJ� X[S�EVGLMZIW�[MXL�E�TVSRSYRGIH�EGXMZMWX�GLEVEGXIV��
“Archivo T. A Transfeminist and Queer Archive” (2011-2023), an archive of social 
movements and artistic practices that focusses on gender issues from a queer 
and transfeminist perspective in Spain, and “Arxiva FF” (2017-2024), a collective 
research archive on the history of the feminist movement in Catalonia.
� 8LI� ƼREP� TLEWI� SJ� XLI� WIVMIW�� ƈ5YIIVMRK� XLI� JYXYVI�Ɖ� HVE[W� LIEZMP]� JVSQ�
UYIIV�XLISVMIW�� XVERWJIQMRMWX�EGXMZMWQ�ERH�WGMIRGI�ƼGXMSR�� ƈ+IRHIVREYX�Ɖ�TSVXVE]IH�
as a transtemporal and transspatial traveller, guides viewers through a genealogy 
of key events in feminist and LGBTQ+ movement history, offering a transmedia 
and performative experience to explore alternative visions of the future from a 
transfeminist and queer perspective. This journey prompts a reevaluation of promises 
made regarding future representations and their alignment with present realities.
� -R� GSRXVEWX�[MXL�QEPI�HSQMREXIH� REVVEXMZIW� SJ� XVEHMXMSREP� WGMIRGI� ƼGXMSR�
cinema, the protagonist delves into stories highlighting pioneering women such 
EW�%HE�0SZIPEGI��XLI�ƼVWX�[SQER�TVSKVEQQIV��,IH]�0EQEVV��XLI�MRZIRXSV�SJ�;M�*M��
Radia Joy Pearlman, “the mother of the internet”, Jude Milhon “St. Jude”, hacker 
ERH�MRZIRXSV�SJ�XLI�XIVQ�']FIVTYRO��MW�JEWGMREXIH�F]�JIQMRMWX�WGMIRGI�ƼGXMSR�RSZIPW�
like “Frankenstein” (1818) by Mary Shelley, “The Sultana’s Dream” (1905) by Roquia 
7EOLE[EX�,YWWEMR��ƈ8LI�0IJX�,ERH�SJ�(EVORIWWƉ������
�F]�9VWYPE�/��0I�+YMR��ƈ8LI�
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Female Man” (1970) by Joana Russ or “The Handmaid’s Tale” (1985) by Margaret 
Atwood. Our cyborg is bored by Robocop’s testosterone-saturated fantasy and 
delights in the image of a vulnerable, cross-dressing E.T. the Extraterrestrial. On the 
one hand, it invites envisioning new political, social and creative conditions, while 
proposing, on the other hand, imaginative frameworks where the symbolic and the 
imaginary intertwine.
 The creation of archives, software programming, audiovisual production, 
performances, and development of games serves as artistic strategies for 
revitalizing archives. These strategies, viewed through a transfeminist and queer 
lens, aim to democratize access to feminist and LGBTI movement archives. “La 
Lloca Loca,” a board game depicting the history of the feminist movement in 
'EXEPSRME�� QEVOW� XLI� GYPQMREXMSR� SJ� E� HIGEHI�PSRK� VIƽIGXMSR� SR� EGGIWWMFMPMX]��
distribution, socialization, personalization, and playful reinterpretation of how the 
archives are generating feminisms themselves.
� 8LI� EVGLMZI�� MR� XLMW� GSRXI\X�� STIVEXIW� EW� E� GSYRXIV�LMWXSV]�ƂE� HMWVYTXMZI�
discourse against the dominant narratives that acknowledges, deconstructs and 
ultimately challenges it. The proposed artistic strategies for archive revitalization 
call upon our capacity for action, encouraging active participation in the creation 
and cultivation of diverse and inclusive archival communities, with a distinctly 
political underpinning.
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